
December 28, 1955 

Dr. Nie,~s K. Jerne 
state SerufKl Institute 
Copenhagen B humark 

Dear Dr, Jerne: 

I would appreciate the favor of a remint of your note op. artibody 
formation which appears in the Mo.a. 1955 , Proc. Hat. Acbl. 3.L<.J and 
which has just come to my attentio_n_. 

Unfmtmatsly, I was not acquainted with your views in time to m&it 
them at a spposb.m on genesnzym relationships which was head at Detroit 
early in November. &mod had gone so far as to imply that even in imiucec! 
enzyme formation, the irxhoing substwte act3 as a template for ~‘mLdin@ 
the anzym -- in a rebuttal to this proposal, I was moved like yourself 
to question the same concept even for antibody formtionp l:vhere th4mi.s 
at least goIIy3 basis for it. h ~3 told that this "haturtil. sslectfo~4 h,opo- 
thesis is not very distant from Ehsl%chls urn views, but have not delved 
deeply kmb Hais writi.ngs. At arzy sate J I was Fleased to see at least one 
explicit tZvpothesis of the mchanism by which an antigen could !'seleet" 
one of mny synthet3.c potentialities, and I just mnted to let -you kn3i-l 
that you have at least one second for you proposal. 

Yours 3incsrf31_rL 


